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Julian Assange and Jimmy Lai

What is ‘law’? It is a system of rules made mandatory
by the government to confine personal acts. Legal
systems in different places could be implemented in
different forms for human right and responsibility. In the
democratic society of Australia where we have separation
of powers, laws are made by public elected authority,
executed by the government while independent judiciary
would do the trial and sentence. In totalitarian countries
throughout history, laws however were there merely
according to the wishful decision of the rulers who make
use of laws to have their full control of the people.

Han Gaozu Liu Bang’s Chapter 3 of the Constitution
said "murderers were punished by death, injuries and
thefts were punished according to the crime...” could be
the first set of laws imposed by the Chinese nation
practicing autocratic governance. Subsequent laws in the
different dynasties only covered what crimes would
entail what punishment but with no concern on people’s
right nor on judiciary independency. In another words,
all along Chinese laws have been tools for the rulers to
rule the people with no regard to the protection of their
human rights.

In western democratic societies because rulers are
accountable to the public so laws are made by people
representatives and the judiciary would be independent of
the government. Laws are also made to govern the
government, to protect human right, as well as to guard
the government from abusing power in its autocratic
ruling on people.

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, citing public
interest, obtained and published acts of injustice by
various governments around the world through illegal
means. He was indicted by the US government in 2010
and faced extradition requests. For 14 years, Assange
defended WikiLeaks under the protection of the First
Amendment of the US Constitution, arguing it was not
illegal. Recently, he reached an agreement with the US
government, acknowledging charges related to
espionage laws concerning the collection, publication,
and dissemination of national defense information. He
was sentenced to time served in a UK prison and
immediately released to return to Australia over a week
ago.

It is good to see Australian PM Albanese have managed
to reach a compromise workable under the government,
law enforcement and legal systems whereby Assange, a
law breaker meant to uphold human right thus being
persecuted by the US, was freed. But there are noises that
media monitoring on government’s abuse of power was
failing as he pleaded guilty.

In comparing with Apple Daily publisher Jimmy Lai
who has been jailed for over 3 years but yet to be
sentenced in Hong Kong, and the others in similar
situation for their anti-government voices, we can see the
difference between laws being on the side of protecting
human right and various interests of the society as against
being used as a tool of the authority to control people.

Noting that for several thousands of years Chinese
has never been asking for an open, transparent and fair
legal system in the interest of human right, but just in
the hope that there are some in power who, as far as
monocratic ruling permits, can pursue righteousness
against those exploiting the legal system.
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Disclaimers

The views and opinions of authors expressed in
Sameway Magazine do not necessarily state or
reflect those of the publisher. While we do our
best to make sure the information is accurate,
Sameway Magazine does not accept any legal
responsibility for errors or omissions. Sameway
magazine disclaims all warranties, expressed or
implied, and it will not be responsible for any
direct, indirect, incidental, consequential loss of
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BMW X2 M35i

The BMW X2 M35i is a standout
within BMW’s compact crossover line-
up, blending the practicality of an SUV
with the performance-oriented
characteristics that the M badge
signifies. Introduced as a sportier and
more powerful variant of the standard
X2, the M35i aims to capture the
interest of driving enthusiasts who also
need the versatility of an urban-friendly
SUV.

Asian Media Motoring reviews
various aspects of the BMW X2 M35,
including its design, performance,
interior, technology, and overall driving
experience. It competes with the
Mercedes AMG GLA 35 and the Audi
RSQ3 Sportback.

Exterior Design

The BMW X2 M35i sets itself apart
from the regular X2 with several
distinctive design cues. At first glance,
the aggressive front fascia catches the
eye, featuring larger air intakes and the
signature kidney grilles. The M35i also
boasts a sportier bumper design and a
unique rear spoiler, which not only
enhances its aesthetic appeal but also
improves aerodynamics.

It is a bigger car than the previous
model; 194mm longer to 4,554mm,
21mm wider to 1,845mm, and 64mm
taller at 1,590mm. It has an extra 100-
litre of cargo capacity.

The coupe-like silhouette of the X2
is retained, giving it a sporty and agile
look despite its SUV categorization. The
sloping roofline and high beltline
contribute to a dynamic profile, while
the wide stance and pronounced wheel
arches provide a sense of robustness.
The M35i rides on 20-inch alloy wheels
as standard, which further accentuates
its athletic appearance.

Interior Design

Inside, the X2 M35i continues the
sporty theme with a driver-centric
cockpit. The materials used are of high
quality, with a mix of leather, Alcantara,
and aluminium trim. The M sport seats
and paddle shifters, standard in the
M35i, offer excellent support and
comfort, featuring integrated headrests

and an array of adjustments to suit
various body types.

While the X2 M35i’s sporty design
does impact rear visibility and
headroom slightly, it remains a practical
vehicle for daily use. The front seats are
spacious and offer plenty of legroom
and headroom. The rear seats, though
slightly cramped for taller passengers
due to the sloping roofline, are still
comfortable for shorter journeys.

The overall layout is functional and
modern, with a focus on ergonomics.
The intuitive infotainment controls are
placed within easy reach. Ambient
lighting adds a touch of sophistication,
and there are several M-specific details,
such as the M-branded steering wheel
and gear selector which remind
occupants of the car’s performance
pedigree.

The cargo space is competitive for
the segment, with 560 litres of storage
behind the rear seats and up to 1,470
litres with the seats folded down. The
rear hatch opens wide, and the load
floor is relatively low, making for easy
cargo handling.

Comfort Features

The X2 M35i comes with a host of
comfort features as standard. These
include dual-zone automatic climate
control, a panoramic sunroof, heated
front seats, and a premium Harman
Kardon sound system.

Noise insulation is effective, with
minimal road and wind noise intruding
into the cabin, even at highway speeds.
The ride quality, while firm, is not harsh,
making the X2 M35i a comfortable
vehicle for both short and long
journeys.
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By William Leong

Technology and Infotainment

The BMW X2 M35i is equipped
with the latest version of BMW’s
infotainment system. The system
features a 10.7-inch touchscreen
display, which can also be controlled
via voice commands. The interface is
intuitive and responsive, with sharp
graphics and a logical menu structure.

Standard features include
navigation, Apple CarPlay, Android
Auto, Bluetooth connectivity, and a Wi-
Fi hotspot. The integration of
smartphones is seamless, and the
system supports over-the-air updates,
ensuring software remains up-to-date.




Performance

Engine and Transmission:

At the heart of the X2 M35i is a 2.0-
litre 4-cylinder turbo engine. This unit is
the most powerful four-cylinder engine
that BMW offers, producing an
impressive 233kW of power and
400Nm of torque. This engine is paired
with a 7-speed automatic transmission,
which provides smooth and quick shifts,
further enhancing the driving
experience.

The M35i features BMW’s all-wheel-
drive system which is biased towards
the front wheels but can send power to
the rear when needed, ensuring
excellent traction and stability even in
less-than-ideal driving conditions.

Performance Metrics:

The performance numbers of the
X2 M35i are notable for a compact
crossover. It can accelerate from O to
100 km/h in just 5.4 seconds, making it
one of the quickest vehicles in its
segment.

Handling and Driving Dynamics:

One of the standout features of the
X2 M35i is its handling. The suspension
has been tuned by BMW’s M division,
resulting in a setup that is both firm and
compliant. The optional adaptive
dampers feature when switching
between different driving modes,
ranging from comfort to sport, to tailor
ride quality to preferences.

Steering is precise and well-
weighted, providing excellent feedback
to the driver. BMWs generally drive
well, and the new X2 M35i remains
stubbornly committed to its sporty
demeanour. The brakes are also
upgraded, providing strong and
consistent stopping power.

Driving Experience:

In everyday driving scenarios, the
X2 M35i excels with its blend of
performance and practicality. The
turbocharged engine provides ample
power for city driving, allowing for quick
overtakes and effortless merging onto
highways. The 7-speed automatic
transmission is smooth and responsive,
making for a refined driving experience.

E

The compact size of the X2 M35i
makes it easy to manoeuvre in tight
urban spaces and the high driving
position offers a good view of the road
ahead. The suspension, while sporty,
absorbs most road imperfections,
ensuring a comfortable ride for
occupants.

Driver Assistance and Safety
Features:

The X2 M35i comes with a
comprehensive suite of driver
assistance features. Standard safety
features include forward collision
warning with automatic emergency
braking, lane departure warning, and
front and rear parking sensors. Optional
features include adaptive cruise control,
lane-keeping assist, and a 360-degree
camera system.

These features enhance the safety
of the vehicle, providing peace of mind
to drivers and passengers alike. The
adaptive cruise control, in particular, is
useful for long highway drives,
maintaining a set distance from the
vehicle ahead and adjusting speed as
needed.

Service and Warranty
BMW Australia covers a five-year,
unlimited-kilometre warranty.

Conclusion

The BMW X2 M35i is a compelling
choice for those seeking a compact
crossover that does not compromise on
performance. It combines the
practicality and versatility of an SUV
with the driving dynamics and
excitement of a sports car. The
powerful engine, sharp handling, and
distinctive design make it stand out in a
crowded segment.

While the sporty design does
impact rear seat space and visibility,
these are minor trade-offs for the
overall performance and aesthetics of
the vehicle. The interior is well-
appointed, with high-quality materials
and a host of comfort and convenience
features. The advanced infotainment
system and comprehensive driver
assistance features further enhance the
appeal of the X2 M35i.
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The BMW X2 M35i is a versatile and
fun-to-drive compact crossover that
caters to driving enthusiasts who also
need the practicality of an SUV. Its
combination of performance, style, and
technology makes it a standout option
in its class. Whether for daily
commuting or weekend adventures, the
X2 M35i delivers a driving experience
that is both thrilling and practical.

Specifications:

e Price: From $92,900 plus on road-
costs

e Engine: 2.0-litre 4-cylinder turbo
All-wheel drive

e Power: 233kW at 5,750 -
6,500rom

e Torque: 400Nm at 2,000 -
4,500rpm

e Transmission: 7-speed Steptronic
auto dual-clutch and gearshift
paddles

e Kerb Weight: 1,620kg

e 0-100km/h: 5.4 seconds

¢ Fuel economy (Claimed):
7.8L/100km

e Fuel tank size: 54 litres

e Dimensions: 4,554mm (L) x7,
845mm (W) x1, 590mm (H)

e Boot volume: 560L - 1,470L

e Warranty: 5 years/unlimited km /8
years Roadside Assist
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One Therapy Hub (Allied Health)
Community/ Home Care

Full Time / Part Time
 Physiotherapist
» Physiotherapist Assistant
e Occupational Therapist
 Podiatrist ;
* Remedial Massage Therapist g
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admin@onetherapyhub.com.au
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No GAP* check-up, x-ray and clean
for Medibank and BUPA members.

“Conditions apply.

Dr Timmy Ngai Dr Melody Kuo Dr Linda Lao
B.D.Sc.(Melb) B.D.Sc.(Melb) B.D.S.(Otago)
FI.C.C.D.E. F.I.C.C.D.E. Dental Surgeon
Dental Surgeon Dental Surgeon
Dr Arthur Chuang Dr James Hsu Dr Hendrix Cheah
B.D.S.(Otago) B.D.Sc.(Melb) B.D.Sc.(Melb)
Dental Surgeon Dental Surgeon Dental Surgeon
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