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Political literacy of immigrants
cannot be ignored

Lately Melbourne researcher Fan Yang and
Professor Sukhmani Khorana from University of NSW
jointly published a study report on the literacy of
Chinese and South Asian immigrants on Australian
politics. In 2023 and 2024, they interviewed 192
Chinese and Indian immigrants to learn about their
understanding and involvement in Australian
democratic politics. Over half of the Chinese
respondents said they were not fully aware of the
election system here, and almost half of those from
the largest democratic country of the world returned
similar result.

They held different outlook on democratic election.
They felt interest in political news and in joining. Many
participated in political rally and protest activities, more
on the Chinese. In casting votes, they would examine
the agenda of the candidates and their social and
political background, similar to many local Australians.
Chinese votes would take into account on the
candidates’ approach in handling China especially their
political views in relation to Hong Kong and Taiwan,
whereas Indians pay more attention to the candidates’
reputation.

These immigrants with an interest in politics
may not necessary vote for candidates of their own
ethnic but more on whether they would represent
the ethnic community they are living in. A more
detailed study on those who did not have good
understanding on politics could simply vote for
candidates of their own cultural background
without clearly knowing their political agenda.

This study reminds the mainstream politicians, with
the growing Asian immigrant population, they have to
pay attention in gaining their electorate support. If this
country does not enhance the political literacy of
immigrants, and if the major parties remain indifferent
to their needs, this massive voting power would slip out
of their hands. The outcome may not be good on the
stability of the society and on the smooth
implementation of government policies.

The Guardian just released a poll result telling while
most of the nation acknowledge the social status and
role of Indigenous people, we do not feel the signing of
a Treaty with them is necessary. Obviously, majority of
the new immigrants are not aware of such a background
of the First People, hence they would not have
supported a Treaty on their inhabiting sovereignty. This
illustrates how immigrants could really impacting on
the value and direction of the whole nation.

Time for the government to take a serious look on
how to integrate immigrants for building a better
multicultural society.

Raymond Chow , Publisher
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Disclaimers

The views and opinions of authors expressed in
Sameway Magazine do not necessarily state or
reflect those of the publisher. While we do our
best to make sure the information is accurate,
Sameway Magazine does not accept any legal
responsibility for errors or omissions. Sameway
magazine disclaims all warranties, expressed or
implied, and it will not be responsible for any
direct, indirect, incidental, consequential loss of
business profits or special damages. We
encourage readers to verify the accuracy of
information or seek independent advice before
relying upon it.

CIRCULATION AUDIT BOARD
The circulation records of the
publication have been submitted
for independent audit with the
Circulations Audit Board.

Audited 14,475 as at31Mar 2014

Distributed in Melbourne, Sydney,
Brisbane & Adelaide
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permission of Sameway Magazine which
reserves all rights. Re-use of any of Sameway
Magazine’s editorial content and images for
any purpose without Sameway Magazine’s
written permission is strictly prohibited.
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